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Common Cause on ‘closed door’ redistricting

by Rick Karlin

March 5, 2012

GOP 20th District Congressman Chris Gibson, under the Democrat’s redistricting plan, would end up with a district that runs from suburban Orange County to rural northern areas east of the Hudson, while in western New York, the city of Buffalo would be split in two to protect incumbents Kathy Hochul and Brian Higgins.

Republicans, by the same token, would split New York City’s 12th district into a “bizarre” configuration that links the west side of Manhattan with College Point in Queens, Susan Lerner of Common Cause said earlier today in a telephone conference about the proposed lines.

Both sides, Lerner notes, are drawing “hyperpolitical” lines that jump through logical hoops and conjure Jackson Pollack-like patterns in order to protect incumbents or squeeze opponents.

Common Cause has issued its own suggested maps, including one for what will be the state’s shrunken 27-seat delegation (we are losing two seats due to our slower-than-the-rest-of-the-nation’s population growth).

That map does look kind of logical, lacking the kind of strange shapes seen in the party plans.

Lerner also commented on my colleague Casey’s scoop earlier today about the plan for a Constitutional amendment to redraw lines, noting that it’s too bad these talks have been taking place in secret.

“The fact that it’s all happening behind closed doors is fueling our concern,” Lerner said of the redistricting talks.

Here’s look at the Common Cause congressional map and a link to their other maps and information.
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